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Digging Into
Foreign News !

About my project

® main issues of the first half of 2021

® 3 related reports from different aspects of
each issue

® 1 further information attached to every
Issues

® The research consists of :
B outline of the 3 reports

B the explanation of the further information
B words I learned when reading the news
B my perspective of the issue

B 1 related picture



Motivatio

® desire to know more about the global
village

® hope to understand the situation all over
the world

® want to practice writing my own in-depth

coverages

Purpose

® understand the meaning of most news
reports

® enhance my English writing and reading
ability

® make the usage of the word more precise




Expected Results

® Finish 3 in-depth coverages by myself
® Record the outline of each news I write
® Make a personal English broadcast

report

Platforms I used

® CNN News BIB|C
@\ WORLD

® BBC News INTERNATIONAL SERVICE
® The New York Times @1]0
® The Guardian Glr{gll?dian Ixﬁwﬁﬂfk

Cimes
® others



Issue: The Coronavirus

® Changes of the living ways

e The pandemic changed the way we ate and

shopped, not always for the better

® Economic problems

e The coronavirus pandemic could push 11

million people in Asia into poverty

® Vaccines for Covid-19

* AstraZeneca vaccines appear to

substantially reduce transmission of the

virus

® Definition clarification

e Pandemic, outbreak, or epidemic ?




The pandemic changed the way
we ate and shopped,
not always for the better

An analysis by the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention found some people have
increased the consumption of unhealthy sweets, also guzzled more sugary drinks. Among

them, the people who reported consuming the most junk food were more likely to be identified
as Hispanic, black, and under the age of 65, or probably they are obese, female, and of lower
income or education level. Meanwhile, the survey also asked the people’s concerns about food
availability and safety, and likewise, the above group of people, predominantly worried about
whether they can obtain food nearby or they might catch the virus from food. However, the_
saying that COVID-19 can be spread by food packaging was discounted by scientists.

In addition, a dietitian suggested that public health officials must stress consumers’

awareness of food access during the emergency period, especially among the

disproportionately affected groups.

Another study showed the difference in eating behaviors before and during the pandemic,_
the reduction of the consumption of vegetables and whole grains was found in more than
2000 Americans’ diets. Researchers have planned to keep the participants on track to see how

their diets might continue.

Further research surveyed the parents, which kids are between 5 and 18 years old, about the
weight their children gained from May to September 2020, and the result is that they have
gained an average of 9.6 pounds in weight. But the key factors are still unclear, more

investigations are needed to carry out to clarify what contributed to weight gain among kids
and adolescents.

As for shopping, according to a study done in March and April 2020, approximately a third of
people bought groceries online, and 60% of them said they will keep doing so after the
pandemic. And the reasons why they prefer online shopping are to avoid public germs and to_

take advantage of the convenience.




The coronavirus pandemic
could push 11 million people in Asia
into poverty

The Work Bank warned that the pandemic could hurt the economy, driving additional 11 million

people in East Asia and the Pacific into poverty. What’s worse, the Washington-based financial
institution said the region may suffer the sharpest downturn over the two decades. Compared to the

growth in 2019, the region’s economy was projected to conduct by 0.5%, and this might create a

potential crisis, making Asia countries go into a recession.

Such declines will lead to profound consequences, which threaten the economy in these areas. Take
China, the center of the pandemic, for example, the last time they experienced economic shrink was in
1976. Several years later, China is now the world’s second-largest economy and the primary power of
global growth. However, currently under the difficult condition of coronavirus, in the worse case, their

growth in the economy seemed almost to disappear, down from 6.1% in 2019 to merely 0.1% in

2020. That’s a great amount of loss to them. In addition, the crisis is also acute in Asia-Pacific because

they have been dealing with the negative effects of the US-China trade war for a long time.

And since the virus keeps spreading throughout much of Asia, lockdowns have been carried out,
travel has been forbidden, and some of the stores were shuttered. Tourism will be significantly
impacted by the drop over the coming months, as well as in the international trade, aviation, and

shipping industries, which are influenced by border closures. It is reported that households linked to

the above industries are likely to have higher poverty rates since they get lower income than ever. To

this, the report said recovery will be seen depends on how quickly the outbreak contained. Hence,

early mitigation measures are truly essential. And that’s why Singapore and South Korea were pointed

out to be the examples where the virus was contained effectively without severe economic damages.

Because of the previous SARS experience, they learned the ways to successfully control the epidemic

are test, track, and quarantine. Other countries are hoped to follow suit.

Stark economic pain is unavoidable in every country, although the estimates were all projections,
countries in East Asia and the Pacific region should still underscore the potential economic damage and

cooperate internationally. Sharing the supply of key medical products, and keep supporting each

other in such difficult periods are the best methods against the virulent threat.




AstraZeneca vaccines
appear to substantially
reduce transmission of the virus

The Oxford AstraZeneca vaccine has already been authorized in many countries, such
as the UK and India. And it’ll be authorized in America until March at the earliest.

The vaccine seems to substantially reduce the transmission of coronavirus,
according to the research that has been peer-reviewed by the researchers at the
University of Oxford, after the second dose, the rate of positive PCR tests has declined
by half. Additionally, their analysis estimates the good efficacy of the vaccine and
supports spacing out doses as well.

But actually, this study didn’t directly measure the transmission, they didn’t collect
regular nasal swabs from the participants and then found the positive rate fell. They
even found that only after one dose, the positive rate will down to 67%.

Afterward, building upon the former results, the new data announced that the
vaccine showed an estimated 70.4% efficacy. However, the professor of
pharmacoepidemiology at the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine told that
the data of the study were helpful, while some other inevitable uncertainties around
exact efficacy remained.

Likewise, the chief executive of the British Society for Immunology said the study
indicates the AZ vaccine may effectively stop people from transmitting the virus, and
someone else also said the vaccine efficacy is appeared to rise among 18 to 55 years old
adults. Nevertheless, they soon added that more information is required to confirm.
Thus, if some of us have been vaccinated the Covid vaccines, we had better keep
following the social distancing guidance or staying at home, reduce the possibility to
contact with others.




What's the difference between

pandemic, outbreak and epidemic?

B Pandemic

the worldwide spread of a new disease

H Outbreak
the occurrence of disease cases in excess of
what’s normally expected

B Epidemic
more than a normal number cases of an

illness, specific health related behavior or

other health related events in a community
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intake (n.) #&*> &

guzzle (v.) JrAx/3 5 Lk

Hispanic (adj.) & 317 e
predominately (adv.) &=+ % #ci-
discount (v.) &%/ ¢ &
unintended (adj.) X3 % 7

food hoarding #r& #)4%

dietitian (n.) 4t & FiE & 7/F R 7
fellow (n.) #=% B /= R

abstract (n.) Pz &

in an abstract

disproportionately (adv.) # =+t 3=
pronounced (adj.) P & /P Fxen
postdoctoral (adj.) # L & &
pediatric (adj.) - 24t
internalization (n.) p #it

deputy director (n.) &l % &
household (n.) %=

germ (n.) ‘w{
fallout (n.) § & 8258
scenario(n.) ¥ i B2 kb w /3FF
downturn (n.) % 3%

plunge (v.) @ Ka»

prolonged (adj.) & # <

baseline forecast z 7 ip|
projection (n.) ]
contract (v.) #-l /i "
epicenter (n.) ®
communist party £ & #
tumult (n.) Z /iRt
underscore (v.) 3% 3}
subsequent (adj.) s
bold (adj.) & # /&
virulent (adj.) & &
mitigate (v.) #FiEp T /Efr
pledge (v.) # ¥/

suspend (v.) # i/ 1+

shutter (v.) B /1% 2k 3 %

acute (adj.) + & B eh
US-China trade war * % § % %
Cambodia # % %*

Laos # H

border closures i# 5 44
disruption (n.) *# %7

aviation industry (n.) #wz *

dire (adj.) i'fg g5 & en

stark (adj.) Bcpieen

in stark contrast to 25 & # 1 gt
contain (v.) #x#l/rea 3 T 4 §
disease surveillance (n.) # i A3
follow suit 7 # 5 #&

implement (v.) § %

subsidy (n.) 4 e~ & /2 Rk

tariff (n.) M i

symptomatic (adj.) F 0
PCR test R & fwidt 4% & Jiipli
efficacy (n.) »x4

swab (n.) * &3 B8 it B A
surrogate (n.) F > %
immunology (n.) &% %

subset (n.) & &

placebo group % v /e
minimal (adj.) #& " h

wane (n.) 33 /% @

bolster (v.) & #/:zx %

confer (v.) &=

reassurance (n.) fﬁ%ﬁ/%?ﬁ
robustly (adv.) %
pharmacoepidemiology (n.) 4 {7 5 &
inevitable (adj.) # ¥ & &
commentator (n.) f%:# R

caveat (v.) # %



® The change in the way we eat
M g y

since there are less opportunity for us to go out buying food or having
meals in the restaurant, most of us will be likely to hoard some

Y unhealthy food, such as instant noodles and snacks. Moreover, we
usually won’t restrict what to eat or how much should | eat when we
are in home, so the consumption of junk food will rise. | consider we
should be more aware of our eating habits, be sure to eat vegetables
or fruits every day instead of consuming too many unhealthy food.

® Pandemic drives people into poverty

Tourism has been forbidden, we are not able to go abroad, and this led
to the negative consequences that not only the revenue of stores will
decline, but also many industries will be forced to stop. And the worst
are those countries where highly rely on the income of tourism, lots of
households there won’t have enough money to live, and finally fall into
poverty. | think the government there have to take actions to help the
poor families which have lost the access to earn money, they can’t set
them aside.

® Are the people who get vaccinated really safety?

Though some researches have shown the positive rate declined after
people get vaccinated, | assume that we still can’t see ourselves really
safety. As the sayings in the articles, there are lack of evidences, and
more information must be confirmed, so we had better reduce the

time to contact with others or going out before the efficacy of the

- 6 m UV » X m T

vaccine being checked 100% effective.
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® The pandemic changed the way we ate

and shopped, not always for the
better.

® The coronavirus pandemic could push

11 million people in Asia into poverty.

® AstraZeneca vaccines appear to

substantially reduce transmission of

the virus.
® \What's the difference between

pandemic, outbreak and epidemic?
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